
Descriptive statistics in Excel 
- Hints



Calculate frequencies in Excel

• with CountIf function

=CountIf(range, criteria)



Calculate frequencies in Excel

• with Pivot Table

Select the data table

Drag and drop the variable on 
Rows and on Σ Values



Insert a Chart in Excel

!To make a chart for a 
qualitative variable in 
Excel you should make a 
frequency table first!



Incorrect

Select data                    Insert Pie chart

Without frequency table in Excel



Correct

• Select the title          Insert Pivot table

Make the frequency table

Insert a Pie chart

With frequency table in Excel

Obs. Frequency table can be made also with CountIf function





Calculate the parameters in Excel

Parameter Equation in Excel

Minimum =min(C2:C21)

Maximum =max(C2:C21)

Range =max(C2:C21)-min(C2:C21)

Median =median(C2:C21)

Cuartile 1 =quartile(C2:C21,1)

Cuartile 3 =quartile(C2:C21,3)

Mode =mode(C2:C21)

range C2:C21





Select the data
Insert the histogram

add title and axis titles
Variable name  Ox axis, “No. of subjects” or “Absolute frequency”  Oy axis. 
Axis Ox must have unity of measurements!!!



Box-plot in Excel for one ordinal variable

Select the data



Box-plot in Excel for one ordinal variable 
and one binary variable

Select both 
columns



Select the data
Insert the Scatter 
chart

add title and axis titles
First variable  Ox axis, second variable  Oy axis. 
Each axis must have unity of measurements!!!


